


Don's great-grandfather, August 
Fruehauf, coined the phrase semi-
truck when he attached a 
Ford Model T to a horse cart.

Don Chamberlin Sr. joins the 
board of Fruehauf Trailer Company. 

Fruehauf built semi-trucks for the 
war effort and later developed 
missile vehicles for the 
U.S. Department of Defense.

Don‘s father becomes the second 
Certified Financial Planner in the 
state of Michigan, teaching many 
of the original CFP classes.

1972-
19861914 1978

1942-
1960



Don is told he has a trust fund. 
Fruehauf is #140 on the  
Fortune 500. 

It has been on the Fortune 500 
since 1955.

Don enters the financial industry 
by becoming an insurance agent.

1980 1985
Don and Susie get married. Don’s 
Dad told him the trust fund was 
exhausted on college expenses.

They have no money to buy a new 
home, so they find a small rental.

Fruehauf goes private, paying a 
New York corporate raider $400 
million to maintain control over 
the company. 

Don discovers the Pyramid of Risk 
in a CFP course.

1984 1986



Fruehauf Trailer Company files for 
bankruptcy, permanently going 
out of business. 

In another October crash, Dow 
Jones dropped 12.13%. 

Fruehauf sells its most profitable 
divisions to avoid financial issues.

1989 1996
On Black Monday, the largest 
market drop occurred. 

S&P 500 lost 22.6% in one day.

Don’s father becomes involved 
with high-risk investing that goes 
south, confirming Chamberlin’s 
belief in protecting Americans’ 
incomes in retirement. 

1987 1999



The dot-com bubble begins, 
and the S&P drops 49% in 3 years. 

Don and Susie establish 
Chamberlin Tax Advisory Group 
to help protect Americans from 
future economic downturns. 

Chamberlin Group begins tax 
advice and preparation. 

The first employee hired was 
Carolyn Shipman, Susie’s mom.

2000 2002 2003 2004
Sarah Chamberlin Define  
joins the business. 

She is now our Director of 
Operations. 



Housing bubble. S&P declines 51% 
in 16 months.

2005 2008
Chamberlin Gives Back ProgramTM 
begins. Over the years, Chamberlin has 
helped Habitat for Humanity, United 
Way, MS Society, Honor Flight, 
Toys 4 Tots and many national and 
local charities.

Don ‘DC’ Chamberlin III  
joins the business. 

He is now a Certified Financial Planner 
and Senior Holistic Planner.

2006 2011
Holistic Planning concept created as 
Don helps found Prosperity Capital 
Advisors, a national RIA firm.



The Bucket Plan™  
gets trademarked. 

Chamberlin Group brings American 
Financial Education Alliance (AFEA) to 
St. Louis. 

Receives award the following year for 
holding more classes than any other 
chapter in the USA 

2012 2015 2018
Don volunteers with Honor Flight, he is 
shown with Susie Chamberlin’s father 
Ben Shipman and Senator Bob Dole.

One of 8 Flights Since 2012.

2019
Chamberlin Group receives its 1st 
Better Business Bureau Torch 
Award for the entire  St. Louis 
region. 



Chamberlin Group is awarded 
its first NAIFA Quality Award 
for Exceptional Performance as 
Financial Professionals.

Chamberlin Group receives its first Best 
Financial Advisors Award  
in St. Louis. 

Chamberlin has won every year since.

2020 2021
Finalist for St. Louis Business Journal’s 
Best Places to Work.

Habitat for Humanity becomes one of 
our favorite charities for the Chamberlin 
Gives Back Program TM

2022 2023
The Retirement Deception movie 
is in production, featuring 
Don Chamberlin. 

The movie debutes in St. Louis 
and Florida in January 2024.



Chamberlin receives AFEA Lifetime Achievement Award 
for most classes taught in the United States.

Don and Susie Chamberlin accept their 
2nd Better Business Bureau Torch Award.

Chamberlin unveils new logo and branding. 

By 2034, Chamberlin will champion the future of 
1 million American families.

Today2024




